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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLO, LE 

SUBJECT: PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT 

1 . PLO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MET IN BEIRUT AUGUST 17 AND 18 
UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF YASSER ARAFAT. AFTERWARDS, COMMITTEE 
SPOKESMAN ABU MAIZAR ISSUED MOST UNCOMPROMISING AUTHORITATIVE 
PALESTINIAN STATEMENT SINCE SECRETARY VANCE DEPARTED 
WASHINGTON ON HIS MIDDLE EAST VISIT. AS REPORTED BY WAFA, 

ABU MAIZAR CLAIMED THAT "VANCE'S TOUR AND HIS SUGGESTIONS" 

WERE TO: 

- "IGNORE INALIENABLE RIGHTS" OF PALESTINIANS; 

- "BYPASS RABAT RESOLUTIONS" (WHICH RECOGNIZED PLO AS ONLY 
LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE); 

- "IGNORE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS," PARTICULARLY 
RESOLUTION 3236; 
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-"IMPOSE IMPERIALIST-ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ON ARAB REGION." 

2. IN ADDITION, ABU MAIZAR SAID THAT CAREFUL DISTINCTION 
MUST BE MADE BETWEEN ENEMY AND FRIENTLY CAMPS, THE LATTER 
BEING "HEADED BY USSR." FINALLY, HE STRESSED THAT PLO 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REAFFIRMED POSITIONS OF PALESTINIAN 
CONGRESS WITH REGARD TO RESOLUTION 242. 
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3. COMMENTS: DELIBERATIONS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WERE 
PROBABLY STRONGLY INFLUENCED BY ISRAELI DECISION TO EXTEND 
"EQUAL RIGHTS" TO WEST BANK AND ESTABLISH NEW SETTLEMENT 
THERE. AT PRESS CONFERENCE IN DAMASCUS ON AUGUST 16, 

FOR EXAMPLE, ABU MAIZAR NOTED THAT EXTENSION OF "EQUAL 
RIGHTS" DEMANDED "REEVALUATION OF ARAB STAND, PARTICULARLY 
STAND OF THOSE WHO RELIED ON U.S. ROLE TO PUT PRESSURE IN 
ISRAEL." 

4. IN THIS REGARD, ISRAELI MOVES SEEM TO HAVE BOLSTERED 
POSITION OF HARDLINERS WITHIN PLO, AS EVIDENCED BY ABU 
MAIZAR' S POINTED PRAISE FOR USSR. MOREOVER, UNLIKE OTHER 
RECENT PLO STATEMENTS, WHICH CALLED FOR EITHER CHANGE IN 
RESOLUTION 242 OR A NEW SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION, 

PRESENT STATEMENT MERELY MADE STOCK CONDEMNATION OF 
RESOLUTION 242, THUS SUGGESTING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WAS 
HESITANT TO SHOW ANY FLEXIBILITY AT ALL ON ISSUE. END 
COMMENTS. 

PARKER 
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